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Brownsville Feb. 20 th 1866
Tuesday 8 PM
Dear Father and Mother,
Having nothing to do tonight and as we are expecting a steamer in every day
thought I might as well write a few lines, not that I ever expect to hear from home again,
but thought perhaps you would like to hear from me.
I have just returned from the pleasantest horseback ride I had yet, it is a very
pleasant evening. We went out about four miles and cut all around the country, went in
all about ten miles had a splendid time. Came home and had some "Claret" and now feel
first rate. We are getting to be real old tossers he e. Brandy wine, Gin and Whiskey flow
a great deal freer than water. Warren sits here bo ring me says to tel \Mother to
remember him kindly to the next cream pies she makes that he is good for just eight.
And to also ask Pa if he has seen anything of the Brazos stage up there for it has
been missing since morning or rather the morning stage that left here at nine o'clock has
not been seen at Whites Rancho and is suppose to have been stopped on the road by the
Guerrillas. We had our first party last night of our new (Ren, has stopped to take a
drink.)
(Written in Warren's hand - Judging by the number of glasses of Claret Punch Ren is
consuming I guess you will have to wait until tomorrow for the remainder of this
document. Warren G)
I have just been having some wine as Warren has informed you and will not try and
finish about the parties. We had a very pleasant gathering just enough to make it pleasant
I believe they are going to try and keep them up so as to have about time every month
regularly- Feb 23 Friday 7:3 0 PM
For some reason I did not finish this letter the other evening but don't think that it was on
account of the "Punch" I took. We have had a very disagreeable week so far. Has been
raining for three or four days steadily. Yesterday it being Washingtons birthday the
officers here thought they must celebrate it with honor. They called upon every one in
town that they wanted to attend and raised about one thousand dollars got evergreens and
all the flags in the place and the ladies met with the committee yesterday forenoon and
decorated the hall very finely and last evening we had the finest party that has ever been
in Brownsville. I enjoyed it hugely but feel very tired and cross this evening, am going to
bed very soon and hope in the morning I shall feel better. Warren is playing dominoes in
the next room with Major Pearce and party. I do not know when he will be time to write
that letter to you that he has been promising so long. Must close Good Night
Ever your daughter Acea

Brownsville Tex.
Febry 25, 1866
Sunday 7 PM
Dear Father
As I promised to write you and have until this time neglected to do so I will
improve a few moments in endevouring to give an account of myself and family. We
have not heard from you but once though it has been just two months since we left
Chicago. We have not had a steamer from New Orleans in about 9 days consequently we
have had no mail in that time. Ren feels awful blue unless she hears from her mother or
some one of the family by every boat but her trouble does not last long I am happy to say.
She stands life in the frontier first rate everyone says she appears to be the happiest
American lady here. She has a horse and equipments and goes riding 2 or 3 times a week
and would spend more thou half her time on horseback if I would go with her but I have
been so busy since I came here that I have not had time to do anything but attend to
business things here in the QM Dept were badly mixed when we took hold, and I have
had pretty tough work to get any decent clerks, have discharged two this month for
getting drunk. I have about a dozen clerks altogether and they are about as poor stock as
any one need want but they are the best we can get and I am working them for all they are
worth. We sent two Chicago for two of our old clerks but Wm wrote me they were not
coming I have not heard from them yet but expect to by the next steamer (which ought to
be here with a day or two). We have a big thing to rere and need them badly. ,u,l\
I have been to a Spanish Bull fight (don't let the women folks know it) this
afternoon in Matamoras it was a big thing about 50 of us "Green back siders" (as the
Mexicans call us) went over just for the novelty of the thing paid our 75 cents in specia
and went into the show. Gen'l Majia (Maha) was present and any numbers oflmperial
officers. The bulls were brought into the ring and a lot of fellows shook red blankets at
them until they got the bulls pretty mad and then a Mexican on horseback lassoed them.
The bulls made two or three of the men feel pretty sick before it was over. One man was
thrown about twelve feet into the air by one of the aforesaid animals in coming down he
lit on dangerous ground (the bull's horns) and was sent up again coming down the second
time he was tossed around. A "fe . and had to be carried off the field and I guess h has
gone to the land of promise by this time but that's no matter seeing he is a Mexican Moral - Mexicans should not fool with Bull's - altogether I guess the show was a success
we had any quantity of the bon ton Spanish ladies present who seemed to enjoy the sport.
Matamoras is a devil of a town all the buildings are one story brick and look more
like barns than like houses. The River here is not more than 150 yds wide. Matamoras is
about ¾ mile farther down the River than Brownsville and we have to take a cab from the
ferry to reach the city.
It is a pity our folks would not get up a fight and capture the damed town there is
lots of good things over there that would fall into possession of the QM D.
I don't see there is any chance for you to make a fortune in this Country and
should not advise you to come unless you would get a pretty good chance if you should
come to Indianola with Tobey & Booth you must be sure to come down here and we will
have a good time. We always have plenty of good liquor most of which we smuggle
across the river. They have "shut down" a good deal on the smuggling business but I am
hunky with one of Gen' 1 Majia staff and can get what ever I choose passed over.

GrJ .

We had quite a celebration here on the night of 2
We raised about a
thousand dollars and had a military ball that was pretty gay. I guess the gayest thing that
has ever happened in Brownsville. Everything passed off first rate except one man being
murdered in the market house (our hall is just over the market) and I lost my hat or rather
it was stolen. The man did not amount to much as he was only a Mexican but y hat was
here.
a loss as it was the only one I had I was to 2 balls last week. We have lots of ~
Now while I am writing the Negroes are holding a camp meeting and yelling for mercy
sake. We have the military prison within about 50 yards of our house and the prisoners
are yelling in chorus with the pious Negroes; during the day and evening some of the
bans are playing most all the time or else we have music from a hand organ. We have any
quantity of murders here for a change and everything considered we have quite a time. I
must dry up as I find I have used up about all of Ren's writing paper my regards to
everybody to be continued in our next if you answer this pretty quick and give me all the
news.
Yours affect Son
Warren G

